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ABSTRACT

This study used a qualitative methodology to investigate the experiences of caregivers of late
talkers who have encountered language interactive distress and have sought professional support. Seven
mothers of late talkers and three grandparents, who were caregivers of late talkers, were interviewed.

Three results were found in this study. First, from the perspective of the language-learning
environment, caregivers were either older or lacking in proper parenting skills. Therefore, the care that
the caregivers provided deprived the children of a proper environment for developing language. Second,
the social and emotional interaction that the caregivers provided was ineffective in managing the
children’s emotions and behavior and failed to train the children to interact linguistically. Third, the
search for support seemed to have positive and negative experiences, but they all benefited from the
therapeutic experience. Caregivers began to modify their style of interacting with the children as well as

their environment to create language-learning opportunities for children. As a result, the children
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demonstrated linguistic improvements. Findings from this study provide useful information to both

speech-language pathologists and parents.

Key Words: late talker, social emotion, speech-language pathologist, language interaction, helping

experience
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