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Socially Constructed Learning of Science
In a Kindergarten

Shu-Min Chen*

Abstract

Research into the dialectic relation between the individual and the
social aspects in the acquisition of knowledge for the past two decades
has been dominantly propelled by Vygotskian theory. There has been
increased attention to how children internalize dialogues experienced
in classrooms.

This article first explored basic tenet of Vygotskian theory.
Second, it presented data collected from a study, which sought to
investigate young children’s learning of science from a socially
constructed context. This study is to identify the types of discourse,
which scaffold young children’s learning of science.

A Kkindergarten classroom was involved in this study. My
methods included participant observation, interviews of teachers,
collection of materials, and audiotape and videotape analysis.

The teacher in this study carefully constructed learning experience
for children, generated high-order questions, and introduced
questioning at opportune times. Teacher-child interactions in this
classroom provided many opportunities for the expression and
extension of children’s thinking about the scientific phenomena they
were investigating. Therefore, children actively made useful
contributions to the emerging understanding of the tasks at hand.

Key words: construction, scaffolding, zone of proximal

development.

*Shu-Min Chen : Professor, Department of Early Childhood Education,
National Pingtung Teachers Cllege.
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