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The Development of Early Childhood
Education in Taiwan: A Historical
Perspective

Lee Fong Wong*

Abstract

Early childhood education in Taiwan started in the Japanese Colonial
Period, with its first kindergarten in Tainan in 1897. Kindergartens and
nursery schools gradually grew in number during the colonial period,
and became popular after the restoration of Taiwan in 1945. Its content
and methods of early childhood education began to attract social
concern, and consequently policies of “kindergarten and nursery school
integration” and “free preschool education for the 5-year-olds” become
hot issues in Taiwan now. This study discuss the lack of a historical
perspective in the discussion of contemporary early childhood education
in Taiwan. It also offers review of the context of early childhood education
in Taiwan during the Japanese Colonial Period and the period immediately
afterward. The findings indicate that too much stress was laid on young
children's academic knowledge and the preschool teachers and caregivers
had inadequate qualification requirements. These historical lessons should
be considered for consideration in the making of future policy.
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