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L ear ning and Teaching Sign Language: A Case

Study on Sign Language Course of a University

Ya-Hui Yang
Department of Special Education, National Changhua University of Education

Abstract

Universities and colleges would offer sign language courses for student teachers in
their deaf education and for undergraduates who desire to learn sign language as a second
language. An increase in the number of sign language classes shows that learning sign lan-
guage is a trendy phenomenon. This study is a case study centering on sign language courses
of a university. The research used a collection of a semester’s learning performances of un-
dergraduate beginners of sign language and the researchers’ reflections on the teaching. This
paper discussed the content of the basic sign language teaching material, the feedback from
students, the surveys on students’ learning satisfaction and assessment data, and the reflec-
tion of teacher. The result showed that: (a) the beginner of sign language claimed that
teaching material was rich in content. This could enhance course takers language compe-
tence, motivate the learning, and thus meet their goal setting of learning sign language; (b)
the students expressed that they had high interest to learn advanced level sign language; (c)
the undergraduates’ sign language comprehension abilities achieved a satisfactory expecta-
tion after one semester’s learning. This study also offered suggestions regarding the curric-
ulum, teaching material, pedagogy, and deaf culture for future research.

Key words: sign language, learning and teaching, case study
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