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Consonant Articulation Abilities in Children
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Abstract

The main purpose of this study was to investigate consonant articulation abilities of
school-aged children who are deaf and who use a cochlear implant, Participants of this study were
15 girls and 15 boys (mean age 8;5) who were deaf and orally educated. The Mandarin Chinese
Articulation Test developed by Cheng (2004) was used to explore the children’s consonant
articulation abilities. Overall, it was found that the percentage of consonant correctly produced by
children with CI was 89.2%. In addition, error analyses showed that

T'% (n), wasthe most difficult phoneme for children with cochlear implant to produce. The
factors of chronological age, threshold after implantation, age at implantation, duration of implant
use, age for infervention, length of intervention did not correlate with consonant articulation skills.

Key word ! cochlear implants, consonant, articulation, deafness, hearing impairments
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