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Abstract

The aim of this study was to explore the essential characteristics of student teachers’ pedagogical
content knowledge (PCK) during the period of their fifth year teaching practice. The data
were collected using qualitative methods which included classroom observations, lesson
plans and semi-structured interviews.

It was found that when writing the lesson plan, 50% of student teachers looked at
subject content first. One third of them invented teaching strategies first while only two of
them considered children’s experiences first. Inventing teaching strategies was a common
difficulty experienced by 50% of the student teachers in designing lesson plans, while one
third of them admitted that they found it hard to understand pupils’ learning experiences.

By observing student teachers’ teaching, it was found that knowledge of children’s
learning traits was the weakest part of their teaching knowledge. They tended to adopt
strategies such as play, story-telling and team work when teaching. However, due to a
lack of understanding of pupils’ learning and classroom context, it was hard for them to
grasp the effectiveness and purpose of teaching methods.

The study suggested that PCK is an amalgam of subject content, experience with
children, effective teaching strategies and the classroom context. Through teaching
practice and the accumulation of experience, student teachers can develop an enriched
PCK.

Keywords: student teachers, pedagogical content knowledge.
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