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A Preliminary Exploration of the Community- Hospital
Collaborative Model of Continuous Care for Patients

with Schizophrenia

Shu-Jen Shiau' ¢ I-Ling Li’ ¢ Yun-Xuan Kang’ ¢ Chen-Chin Hisn* ¢ Kai-Yen Chang’

ABSTRACT: Purpose: to explore the partnerships between communities and hospitals in developing the community-
hospital collaborative model for improving the quality of continuous care in the community for patients
with schizophrenia. Method: The action research method was applied through the process of information-
processing, offering care, reflective discussion, establishing collaborative rule, evaluation and revision.
Research subjects included hospital nurses, public health nurses, case managers, and nursing staff
in rehabilitation homes, who had provided continuous care to five patients with schizophrenia or
affective disorder since the latters’ discharge from an acute ward of a hospital. Results: 1. Established
the community-hospital collaborative model. 2. Explored the issues of concern to patients during
continuous care. 3. Explored the functions and difficulties faced by nurses in each of the partner
institutions. Applications: The results might serve as a reference for the development of community-
hospital collaborative models and the enhancement of continuous care for psychotic patients living in the
community. Future study: to confirm the roles and competencies of nurses working in various settings,
firmly establish the position of coordinator, and develop competency training and accreditation.

Key Words: community, hospital, partnership, continuous care.
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