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Teacher-student Love: Right of Freedom for Romance or
Prohibited Conduct in the Code of Professional Ethics?

Chen-Wen Li"

Abstract

Romantic love affairs between teachers and students are one of the most
controversial ethical issues. In this paper, the author analyzed the relevant
cases reported in the mass media during 2006-2009 in Taiwan. There are two
main kinds of perspectives reflecting common moral views and profession
ethical views in the mass media. One view stands against teacher-student
love affairs, which states that it is inappropriate to enter into such a duel
relationship based on several reasons that such a relationship fails to meet
the requirements of educational profession, and would not only humiliate
the school’s reputation but also offend the rights of students. The other view
is grounded in the right to love (including the right for free sex). It deems
the right to love and marriage as fundamental human rights. Professional
ethics can only limit teachers’ conduct in the public sphere. In conclusion,
the author suggests that the right of free love has priority over other reasons,
but teachers should still avoid intimacy with students under age 16 and not
maintain a direct relationship with students, such as supervising, mentoring,
or evaluating the student falling in love with them. Following such
principles, teacher-student love would be acceptable for the sake of human
rights.
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love, educational ethics, professional ethics of teachers
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