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The Study of Teachers’ Perceptions on Social Skill in
Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder

Ming-Fu Tsai

National Kaohsiung Normal University
ABSTRACT

The main purpose of the study was to explore the teachers’ perception on social skill in
ADHD. The subjects of the study were composed of 86 regular education teachers from
elementary and junior high schools in Taiwan. The open-end questionnair of ‘Teachers’ report
on social skill in ADHD Questionaire’ was conducted to collect teachers’ response to the
social skill of ADHD. All the responses were analyzed by content analysis. The results
revealed that Four categories were found from the teachers’ report of ADHD students’ social
skill: classroom learning skill, self-management skill, interpersonal skill and problem solving
skill. Teachers were prone to perceive the situation of classroom learning and interpersonal
skill, while teachers were prone to perceive little in self-management and problem solving
skill. Under each category, more details were found were concluded as follows:

1. Teachers reported that ADHD students more hyperactivity/impulsivity in classroom
learning. They all thought that ADHD students performed unwell in structured activity. On
the other hand, some teachers reported that ADHD students are very creative in learning.
Most Teachers reported that ADHD students were likely to participate in the unstructured
activity curriculum and perform well in the situation.

2. ADHD students had also been found to have difficulties in self-management skill. Teachers
reported that ADHD students could have more externalising problems, but ignored the
internalising problems.

3. Teachers reported that ADHD students had more problem in interpersonal problems.
ADHD students also had been reported in reciprocity and aggressive problems.

4. According to the teachers’ report, ADHD students also had difficulties in problem solving
skill. From this point of view it was hardly surprising that ADHD experience significant

interpersonal difficulties.

Keywords: teacher, ADHD, social skill
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