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Abstract: Schizophrenia has been the most noticeable major mental illness since 20" century. It is a debilitating
disorder with heterogeneous manifestations and high genetic hereditability, and with very large amount of
research involved. On the one hand, it is an early-onset and chronic illness, with great impact on patients,
families and the whole society; on the other, it is also a research paradigm for complex mental disorders. In this
article, we review its prevalence, prognosis, psychopathological mechanisms, treatment and future prospect. It is
hoped that, by integrating genetic, neuropathological and neuroimaging research, and cellular and animal models,
the underlying mechanisms and biological markers of this disorder can be revealed and the goal of early
treatment and prevention can be achieved.
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