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The construction of parenting program for grandparents who

are raising grandchildren with developmental delays

Shiou-mei Fu Fang-jung Shen
Graduate Institute of Early Intervention Da Tong Elementary School
National Taichung University Shengang Township Changhua County
ABSTRACT

The role of family members in providing supports for children with developmental
delays recently has this focus widened to include the role of extended family especially the
grandparents.

The purpose of this study is to investigate the demands and capabilities of
grandparents raising young grandchildren with developmental delays and constructing a
program to enhance their abilities and adaptation.

Participants of this study include 100 families residing in six counties in Taiwan, for
grandchildren age birth through 6 years with developmental delays. The Family Needs
Scale as well as a questionnaire of grandparent and grandchildren demographic information
completed by interviewing the grandparents.

The parental education needs for grandparents of children with developmental delay
can be divided into four aspects: the teaching methods for grandchildren ° the relating
welfare resources for grandchildren * personal health care and interaction within family.

The results were served as the foundation to construct the [Parenting program for
grandparents raising grandchildren with developmental delays]. The program consists of

twenty-five activities, providers and locations for implantation are recommended.

Key words: children with developmental delays, grandfamily, grandparents parental

education.



