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Abstract

This paper focus on discussion two research approaches to the concept of
disability. The first approach is led by WHO; under which disability itself is main
focus for conceptualizing disabilities. The WHO approach to disability can be
categorized as functional approach, under which to study how and at what aspect
disability impact on human body function. The other approach is disease approach of
which focus on prevention of disability. The disease model focuses on the impact of
diseases, treatments and related medical resources to their effect on prevalence rate
of disabilities. Despite the difference existed in these two models, both camp agree
that along with the increasing of aging population, in the future, aging population
with disabilities would be majority among disability population. The current welfare
system in Taiwan has divided two systems under which to deliver service to people
with disabilities and the elderly. This division would not function well, when Taiwan
could face it ever increasing trend of population aging in next two to three decades.
Finally, the author using data collected from 2003 Sample Household Survey of
Disability Population on Taiwan to further analyze the problem in current disability
system and proposed how to reform existing system in the future.

Key words: aging, disability, disease approach, functional approach, WHO
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