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Using Picture Booksto Promote
L anguage and Pre-literacy Skills of
Young Children with Special Needs

Pao-Hsiang Chi

Professor
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National Taipei University of Education

Abstract

Picture books, with its characteristics of colorful/vivid illustration, attractive story
line, reduplicated sentences or concepts and interesting rhythm, make itself to be an
excellent tool to address language and pre-literacy skills. Actually, it is well established
that picture books were widely used and helpful in improving young children with special
needs to develop language and pre-literacy skills. The current article aims to present the
theoretical background and practical activities relating to picture books teaching. In
addition, an example of teaching activities based on the picture book “The very hungry
caterpillar” were developed for showing how to design language (semantics and syntax)

and pre-literacy teaching activities.

KeyWords: picture books, young children with special needs, language, pre-literacy
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