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The Relationship between Perception of Teaching Behaviors,
Peer Relationship, and Career Development of the Gifted
Students at Elementary Schools

Yu-Ting Chang

Department of Education, National Taichung University

Abstract

The purpose of the study was to investigate the relationship between perception of
teaching behaviors, peer relationship and career development of the gifted students at
elementary schools. One hundred forty-six sixth-grade gifted students from seven elementary
schools located in central Taiwan participated in this research study. The Teaching Behavior
Questionnaire, Peer Relationship Questionnaire, and Career Development Questionnaire
were employed.

The results of this study showed:

1. The students whose perception of teaching behaviors was indirect had a higher score
on the Career Development Questionnaire than did those whose perception of teaching
behaviors was direct. The students with positive peer relationship had a higher score on
the Career Development Questionnaire than did those with negative peer relationship.

2.The gifted students’ career development was positively correlated with the perception of
indirect teaching behaviors and positive peer relationship ; it was negatively correlated
with perception of direct teaching behaviors and negative peer relationship.

3.A stepwise regressional analysis showed that the most important predictive variable for
the career development was the cooperation of positive peer relationship.

4.The percentage of the total variance of the career development explained by the
perception of teaching behaviors and peer relationship was 21%.

The study also provides suggestions regarding the educational and counseling programs

for the gifted students and the future research in the area of gifted education.

Keywords: career development, perception of teaching behaviors, peer relationship



