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Study the Education Model of Forest

Kindergartens

L ee-Feng Huang*

Abstract

Forest Kindergartens are being established in afast pace in northern and Western
Europe. Theidea of establishing these kindergartens springs out from the traditional
thinking, which dictates that a kindergarten must have buildings and outdoor places as
activity rooms for preschoolers. Forests are activity rooms for forest kindergarteners.
Without the limitation of walls, Forest kindergarteners have higher motivation to
learn. Furthermore, their activities are different than those of traditional kindergarten.
Under the forest environments, preschoolers learn their world independently. They
find out the problems with pleasure and use their observations to solve problems.
Children in forest Kindergartens are self-learning and teachers offer help only when
necessary.

Aims of this paper are
1. to introduce the model of forest kindergartens,

2. to explain the advantages and disadvantages of forest kindergartens,
3. to analyze the concept of forest kindergartens,
4. to investigate the concept of forest kindergartens which can be

introduced into the preschool education in Taiwan. .

Key words: preschool education, forest kindergartens, education

Model, nature education, education concept

*Lee-Feng Huang: Assistant Professor, Department of Early Childhood Education,
Nationa Pingtung Teachers College.
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