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Abstract

The eye care practitioner commonly encounters children with learning and reading
problems in the primary care setting. Current research suggests a host of visual disorders
such as hyperopia, failures in binocular vision, and deficits in eye movement, perception,
and visual processing can contribute to academic difficulties. Students with learning
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difficulties should be thoroughly evaluated in order to determine whether a visual

disorder is a causative factor.

Many visual function problems exist, and they will affect students at different
stages in their learning. In the early grades, deficits in visual from perception, visual
memory, and visual-auditory integration can affect children as they learn to read. In later
grades, as students read to learn, reading efficiency and comprehension can be hindered
by subtle disorders in accommodation and vergence. An understanding of the types of
deficits that exist and how they can affect reading and learning will help the eye care
practitioner better counsel patients and recommend care.
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