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The Barriers and Challenges in Imple-
menting Social Workers’ Role in

Working with the Sexual Abused Vic-
tims with Intellectual Disabilities

Wen-Ying Liou®

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the barriers and challenges fac-
ing with social workers working with sexual-abused victims with intellectual
disabilities. The data was collected from thirty-five social workers and six edu-
cators working with these victims. This study employed a qualitative method
--focus-group interviews-- to collect data. The results showed that the barriers
resulted from social workers themselves include: (1) the deficiency of profes-
sional knowledge about the characteristics of victims with intellectual disabili-
ties, and (2) the dilemma such as whether to report the victim. A barrier factor
resulted from cooperating with other professionals was the pressure due to the
high expectation from other professionals. Five challenges toward social-work
service system were arrived include the strategies to prevent more people with
intellectual disability from sexual victimization. Three challenges concluded

from findings about social workers themselves include: (1) to improve the
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in-service training for social workers, (2) to emphasize on case- management
of victims, (3) to improve community protection initiatives for adults with in-
tellectual disability. Two more challenges were found about the systematic and
cooperative service-mechanism building. Social workers reflected that there is
a need on special education teachers to help them communicate with the vic-
tims. Also, the integration of resources would be helpful for the implementa-
tion of social work. Finally, the suggestions toward practices were detailed in

this paper.

Keywords: sexual abuse, intellectual disabilities, multidisciplinary team, so-

cial worker




