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THE ATTITUDES OF THE ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOL PHYSICAL EDUCATION TEACHERS TOWARD THE
PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY DISABLED STUDENTS

Chia-liang Tsai', Sheng-kuang Wu?, Jr-chiuan Tsai?,
Chi-huang Huang', & Lih-jiun Jeng'
"National College of Physical Education and Sports,
2 China Medical University, & *Song Jhu Elementary School,

The purpose of this study was to examine and compare the differences of demographic
attributes and attitudes of elementary physical educators and of high-school physical educators
toward teaching students labeled emotional and behavioral disability, mild-to-medium mental
disability, medium-to-severe mental disability, visual impairment, physical disability, learning
disability, hearing disability, and physically unfit. The validity and reliability of the Chinese
edition of the Physical Educators’ Attitudes Toward Teaching Individuals with Disabilities III
(PEATID III; Rizzo, 1993) were evaluated. Participants (N=455) were elementary and high
school physical educators (201 vs. 254). All the data were analyzed through descriptive
statistics, Pearson product-moment correlation, stepwise multiple-regression procedures, and
t-test. This study resulted in the following three findings. First, for the physical educators of
elementary school, the significant demographic attributes were the experience of teaching
disabled students, adapted physical education courses and seminars, quality rating of teaching
experiences, and perceived competence; and for the physical educators of high schools, the
quality rating of teaching experience and the perceived competence were significant. Second,
for the physical educators of elementary school, the quality rating of teaching experience was
the most significant predictor of favorable attitudes, perceived competence was the second,
followed by the year of teaching physical education; and for the physical educators of high
schools, the quality rating of teaching experience was the only significant predictor of
favorable attitudes. Third, both groups of teachers showed more acceptance of the individuals
with physical unfitness, learning disability, physical disability, and hearing disability, than
individuals with mental disability, visual impairment, and emotional and behavioral

disabilities.

Key words: elementary school, high schools, disabled students, attitude, perceived competence,

adapted physical education
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