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National Hsinchu University of National Hsinchu University of
Education Education
Abstract

The purposes of this study were to understand current status of elementary school regu-
lar teachers’ professional knowledge and competence toward the teaching of students with
disabilities, and also the influential factors upon the implementation of inclusive education.
The data was drawn from the Regular Teachers Survey of the “Special Needs Education Lon-
gitudinal Study” in 2010 school year. The survey questionnaires were answered by 2,059 el-
ementary school teachers who were teaching students with disabilities in regular classes. The
statistical methods included descriptive statistics, independent samples t test, one way ANO-
VA, Pearson’s product moment coefficient, and path analysis.

The study results showed that among various aspects, abilities in “professional

9

knowledge toward the teaching of students with disabilities”, “communication and coopera-
tion between teachers and students”, “classroom management” and “cooperation with other
professionals” demonstrated more competence, while the ability to “design curriculums based
on the needs of students with disabilities” was less capable. As for the competence in teach-
ing students with disabilities, about 82% of teachers indicated they were competence in the
teaching of students with disabilities. However, there were still nearly 20% of teachers ex-
pressed less competent. Further analysis results showed that “seniority in special education”,
”professional trainings in special education”, and “student’s disability type” were the factors

that would affect regular teacher’s professional knowledge and competence toward the teach-

ing of students with disabilities. Besides, “special education supports” could also affect the
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performance of teacher’s professional knowledge. When professional knowledge was consid-
ered as an intervening variable, “seniority in special education”, “professional training in
special education” and “student’s disability type” became the important factors that affected
teachers’ competence.

Lastly, reviews and suggestions in the light of the development of elementary school
regular grade teacher’s professional knowledge and the improvement of their competence

were also provided based on the research results.

Keywords: elementary school regular teachers, students with disabilities, professional knowledge, compe-
tence, Special Needs Education Longitudinal Study ( SNELS )
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