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Inquirying the Role of Literature Review
on the Science Fair Works
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Abstract

This research aimed at clarifying the role of literature review on the science fair works. As
in the example of the National Science fair works inquirying the subject of turnning-coins-head-
to-tail, the author suggested how literature review goes to inform teachers on the instructing of
science fairs.

The role of literature review emerged mainly in the early stage of the relevant Science fair
works. The necessity of literature review, the achievement potential of a rich awared subject, and
the instructing practice for acquiring works of higher quality were all discussed.

The results indicated that the students had great difficulty in literature review and needed
teachers’ assistance. In addition, it seemed as if works with less literature review acquired the
higher personalized innovation. It was suggested that it is not necessary to insist on literature
review as the first step of conducting a successful science fair work as well as that a rich awared
subject still keeps the value of helping students to learn and the potential for innovation. With
appropriate breakthrough strategy, the teacher and students involved would experience the progress
of science discovery and innovation.

Keywords: literature review, the instructing of science fairs, teacher professional development,
innovation, the knowledge of practice



