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An Exploratory Analysis of Children’s
Spontaneous of Pretending Play

Feng-Chiao Chung*

Abstract

Pretending play plays a major role in the cognitive and emotional
development of children throughout the preschool years. The symbolic
function allows children to go beyond the limitations of immediate
experience by using symbols to represent past experience and to image
future possibilities. The present study was to examine the development
of children’s spontaneous pretending play in Taiwan. Children’s
pretending play including the play thematic content, level of play with
objects, patterns of negotiation and pretend enactment, and the mode
of transformation were analyzed. Children’s spontaneous pretending
play was investigated in a microanalytic approach. Forty children, age
groups of 3, 4, 5, and 6 years old, were invited to participate in the
present study. Children were observed during their free play session in
the learning area in their current classroom for three times. Results
indicated that children engaged in a higher proportion of cooperative
social pretend play. The theme of social pretend play was highly
associated with the props available in the situation. Moreover, children
engaged in a higher proportion of play thematic content corresponding
with their living activities, such as feeding, dressing, bathing and so
on. Regarding the pretend enactment, children were observed to
initiate pretend play with their partner reference to verbalization,
gesture, and role assignment. Further research revealed that older

preschoolers engaged in more frequent negotiation about pretense than

*Feng-Chiao Chung : Professor, Center for Teacher Education, National Pingtung

University of Science and Technology
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younger preschoolers. During pretend episodes, children initially
require a shared goal to create a body of shared knowledge about how
specific objects, persons, and actions can be transformed into
make-believe. Children negotiate their own rules and must agree on the
direction and meaning of the play before enacting the pretense.
Specifically, through negotiation or planning, partners collaborate in
the creation of the pretend framework, assignment of roles, actions,
object transformations, and the development of the script. Research
also indicated that children were more inclined to act on the
transformation of animation, attribution of object property and
substitution. However, the transformation of attribution of nonexistent

object property was not obtained in the current study.

Key words: Pretending Play, Play Thematic Content, Level of Paly
with Objects, Patterns of Negotiation and Pretend

Enactment and, Mode of Transformation
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