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Abstract

This research is aimed to follow three student patients who received hospital
schooling due to health impairments. Their life course from receiving treatment
during the early stages of onset until recovery and return-to-life on school grounds is
described through their parents’ perspective. This study utilizes the grounded theory
for qualitative research and conducted in-depth interviews through a semi-structured
interview framework to investigate parents’ perception toward hospital schooling as
well as this particular phase of students’ course of education. Research findings and
conclusions are as follows:

1. Typical members of society as well as students and faculty understand little about
students suffering from childhood cancer. Relevant staff members are not familiar
with the potential education resources available to patient students when they
leave school grounds which may lead to possible doubts when administering care
to students, resulting in problems with grade calculation and authority.

2. Returning to school depends on students’ state of health as well as the stage of
treatment. Students return to school on a progressive basis for it is impossible
to absolutely determine whether they can return to life on school grounds. This
means that the various education resources students receive upon return will
certainly overlap. Relevant services may be gradually removed according to the
adaptability of students returning to school.

3. The education resources students receive are only limited to compulsory
education, with limited service content as well as time which cannot satisfy
their educational needs.

The interview results suggest that educational administrative units and schools
should strengthen teachers’ and students” awareness of childhood cancer, formulate clear
score calculations and return-to-school procedures for the health-impaired students, and
integrate the educational resources and services to help the health-impaired students’
inclusion into school life.
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