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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to target 51 special needs children who have visual
problems who participated at the same time in the 2019 " Vision Center for Children with
Special Needs " pilot program of Taiwan’s Ministry of Health and Welfare. The researchers
completed a self-compiled questionnaire on education-related information of special
children for parents to understand the situations and challenges they faced in receiving
relevant support services in the educational environment. The study found that nearly 90%
of the students (44) enrolled in this study had received different levels of special education
services in the schools, and there were 29 students (66%) enrolled in centralized special
education classes or special education schools. Through an ophthalmology diagnosis, it was
found that at least half (27) of the children with special needs had met the criteria for the
identification as visually impaired students in special education. However, the proportion
who had received functional visual assessment was very low (15%), just 4 students, and
the provision of special needs services was still insufficient. This study emphasizes the
importance of diagnosing children with special needs through special ophthalmology
clinics. Early identification of students who meet the criteria for visual impairment in the
educational environment will allow special needs children with visual difficulties to obtain
more appropriate special needs services in an early and timely manner, or to get assistance
through cooperation with a more relevant professional team.

Keywords: Vision Center for Children with Special Needs, identification of visually
impaired students, functional vision evaluation, the special services for visually

impaired education
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